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Teaching Philosophy 

I believe teaching is a special kind of service for the people and the community whose values the 
teaching is a way to develop, maintain, and hand down to younger generations. Teaching, 
therefore, is not merely accumulating knowledges but developing members in the values and 
magnifying the values among the students to use the knowledges in productive ways. As the 
scaffolding metaphor addresses well, which Lev Vygotsky inspired by his Zone of Proximal 
Development theory (Verenikina, 2003), teaching is basically helping students professionally to 
expand their current status of understanding, apply their knowledge, and solidify their 
understanding and skill in higher and higher level. The teacher is the one that should make it 
happen as a professional provider of scaffold in education. From this idea, I believe, there are at 
least three essential elements that teaching has to be based on: Love, contents, and skill.  

Teaching has to be based on love of the students. In general, the attitude of a service 
provider is an important factor that determines the quality of the service. It is true with teaching 
also; teacher’s love of his or her students has to foreground his or her teaching. It is also related 
with a common sense that, as love governs the relationship between teacher and the students, 
students will be more open to the teaching and more learning happens. The most significant 
reason, however, is that teacher’s love is necessary to lead him or her to the kernel of education, 
scaffolding. As learning happens based on students’ real needs in the area, understanding of the 
students’ needs is the ground for effective teaching. Only as teacher gets to this understanding, he 
or she can arrange teaching activity in a way to work for the students. For the teacher to get to 
this understanding of students’ real needs in the class, he or she has to interact with them with 
sincere concerns and in humane attitude, which can be termed as teacher’s love of the students.      

The teacher has to have the contents with which he or she can provide scaffolds for the 
students. Teaching is a professional service. The contents makes teaching professional. Contents 
is what students want to get through teaching-learning. Therefore, if one does not have the 
expected contents for the education, he or she is not a teacher. In this regard, being a teacher 
means to have the contents that is required for the teaching. Contents has to be prepared by the 
teacher and the teacher has to have it before teaching happens. In general, through the preceding 
study and experience, the teacher prepares the contents embedding it in him or herself. On the 
basis of the general preparation, being in the particular position of teaching, the teacher prepares 
the specific segment of contents for the lesson. In this regard, preparation for teaching is also 
preparation for the contents.  

The teacher also has to have skills to teach. In scaffolding analogy, to make the expansion 
and development happen in students skill is critical. Teaching skill is the actual way to make 
learning happen. Even if a teacher has love in his or her heart and a great contents in his or her 
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head, if he or she is not able to communicate or impart them with the students effectively and 
efficiently, he or she cannot provide a good service in teaching to the students. Therefore, well 
developed teaching skill is necessary for the teacher. Some people have it as a gift. However, for 
most candidate teachers, it is equipped by education and training not only before job but also in 
it. The candidates have to learn and be trained continually by other experienced and specialized 
teachers to equip him or herself with various useful teaching methodologies and approaches.   

Teaching is an indispensable service to human beings and their communities. For 
teaching to fulfill its mission, teachers have to have love of his or her students, expected contents 
to convey, and effective skill to communicate and impart the contents to the students. I believe to 
prepare teachers in these qualities is a key to success of all communities in education.   
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